Inventor Network of the Capitol Area
6501 Inwood Drive
Springfield, VA 22150

Jannary 22, 2008
Dear Chairman Kerry:

We are a group of small business and entrepreneur inventors. We are writing you
in your capacity as Chairman of the Senate Small Business and Entreprencurship
Committee. We urgently request a Committee hearing on the patent reform bill, S. 1145,
before it is considered on the Senate floor.

We are in complete opposition to every provision of S. 1145. That bill purports to
solve an alleged but totally unsubstantiated “crisis” in the U.S. patent system.

Instead, S. 1145 would actually destroy the U.S. patent system in order to protect
the very narrow special interests of a few giant multinational corporations like Microsoft,
Intel, Cisco, Dell, and others. Those giant corporations do not depend on the 1.S. patent
system for their commercial survival and that in fact would be better off if the patent
system is destroyed. Most of their employees and sales are outside the U.S.

As small businesses and entrepreneurs, we represent the most dynamic and
innovative scctor of the U.S. economy. Since 1989, America’s small businesses have
generated over 90 percent of the country’s net new jobs.

Small businesses employ more scientists and engineers in the U.S. than large
companies (32 to 27 percent) and generate five times more patents per research and
development dollar than large companies,

Small businesses in the U.S. also “produce 13 to 14 times more patents per
employee than their larger counterparts, and... these patents are more likely to be cited in
other patenting applications,” according to a recent Small Business Administration Office
of Advocacy working paper.

Despite this, U.S. small businesses and entrepreneurs hve been completely
ignored in the drafting of S. 1143, The more than two dozen major provisions of S. 1145
were all drafted without any direct participation of small business representatives, unlike
all other interested parties, and not a single major provision was directed toward the
interests of small business.

Despite its leading role in U.S. research and development, small business has
been completely ignored in the formulation of S. 1145.

If passed in its current form, S. 1145 will completely shut out small businesses
and entrepreneurs from the U.S. patent system, which was created constitutionally to




