Congress of the Mnited States
MWaghingion, AE 20515

March 5, 2008
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Steny Hoyer
Speaker Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable John Boehner The Honorable Roy Blunt
Minority Leader House Republican Whip
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader Hoyer, Minority Leader Boehner, and Republican
Whip Blunt:

Last September, the House passed H.R. 1908, the Patent Reform Act of 2007, At the
time of its passage, concerns had arisen regarding the international implications of the
legislation. Last June, one Member of the House Judiciary Committee requested a
hearing on, inter alia, the impact of the legistation on negotiations with developing
nations, but that request was not granted. Last July, a leading newspaper of India
reported that the legislation would provide Indian companies a “new inexpensive option”
for attacking U.S. patents. Although this article was widely circulated to House
Members, no formal assessment of the bill’s international implications occurred prior to
floor consideration.

On November 11, 2007, a Chinese intellectual property scholar reinforced this point in an
article in China Intellectual Property News, a leading Chinese publication in its field.

The author, Yongshun Cheng, is a former senior judge and Deputy Director of the IP
Division of the Beijing High People's Court (the most senior court in Beijing). Mr.,
Cheng has been nominated as one of the 50 most influential IP figures world-wide,
according to the UK publication "Managing 1P."

In his article, Mr, Cheng makes the following points concerning H.R. 1908,

*The bill “will weaken the right of patentees greatly, increase their burden, and reduce
the remedies for infringement.”

*The bill “favors infringers and burdens patentees,”
*“1t is not bad news for developing countries which have lower technological

development and relatively fewer patents. Due to the weak foundation of patents, the
Chinese products often encounter trouble in the U.S. market. This bill will provide more
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